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                                                                                                                                                                 May  6th, 2019 
Hon. Dr. Ralph Everard Gonsalves 
Prime Minister of Finance, Na�onal Security, Grenadines Affaires 
pmosvg@vincysurf.com 
 
Hon. Luke Vincent Browne 
 Minister of Health, Wellness, and the Environment 
mohesvg@gov.vc ;  mohesvg@gmail.com ;  svgenv@vincysurf.com  
 
Hon. Cecil O. McKie 
Minister of Tourism, Sports and Culture 
tourism@gov.vc 
 
Kingstown; Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
 
Hon. Sirs,  
 
The undersigned La�n American and Caribbean civil society organiza�ons, dedicated to the conserva�on             
of marine biodiversity and their ecosystems respec�ully  address you concerning the con�nua�on of the              
killing of cetaceans in Saint Vincent and Grenadines. 
 
As civil society organiza�ons represen�ng millions of people from 10 countries in La�n America and the                
Caribbean, we wish to recall the nega�ve effects these hunts have on the public. In 2017, two orcas were                   
killed in front of a whale watching vessel, genera�ng interna�onal outrage. As a result, you personally                
commi�ed to put an end to these slaughters no�ng in  The Antigua Observer that  your government                
would take a stand legisla�vely against these killings and stated that “It is important for us to say that we                    
have our tradi�ons and we need to keep tradi�ons, but we can’t keep tradi�ons out of sync with the rest                    
of the world  .” 

1

 
We commend your words and recall that many of the countries in our region have a history related to                   
whaling opera�ons. But as SVG, these were introduced by foreign whaling fleets with a nega�ve effect                
on the natural patrimony and marine ecosystems that yet s�ll need to recover. In the past century, our                  
governments also understood that whaling is an unnecessary and outdated prac�ce. Today, the only              
country in the La�n America and Caribbean region hun�ng whales and dolphins is Saint Vincent &                
Grenadines. As civil society organiza�ons we share your view that tradi�ons cannot be kept out of �me                 
from the rest of world. In the 21 st Century, we urge you to join the rest of the region in banning whaling                      
opera�ons and con�nue advancing in consolida�ng whale and dolphin watching opera�ons as one of the               
many natural treasures of your beau�ful country. 
 
During the past decades, La�n-American and Caribbean countries have made a huge effort to develop               
regula�ons and interna�onal standards for the whale watching industry that have been essen�al in              
boostering the economies of many coastal communi�es with incomes that annually surpass several             
millions dollars in marine based opera�ons and related ac�vi�es (lodging, restaurants, handicra�s, etc).             
The success of this ac�vity has cul�vated a strong sense of pride for our natural patrimony and many of                   

1 https://antiguaobserver.com/st-vincent-to-introduce-legislation-outlawing-the-killing-of-orcas/ 

 

mailto:mohesvg@gov.vc
mailto:mohesvg@gmail.com
mailto:svgenv@vincysurf.com


6/5/2019 Carta PM SVG- FINAL - Documentos de Google

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1obHzAZ74wLZxim4YL-tn375jPbZptGLWHc6SSzg6_Mg/edit 2/3

 

our countries have adopted na�onal laws permanently commi�ed to the protec�on of cetacean species              
and some have even declared na�onal whale days to celebrate their presence in their waters each year. 
 
We would specially like to stress that the  Conven�on for the Protec�on and Development of the Marine                 
Environment in the Wider Caribbean Region (WCR), is a legally binding regional environmental treaty              
that includes Saint Vincent and Grenadines under which Ar�cle 11.(b)(1)of the Protocol Concerning             
Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife,  known as SPAW Protocol,  the taking or killing all cetaceans that                
are included in Annex II must be prohibited. 
 
Moreover, the policies of non-lethal use of cetaceans in the La�n-American and Caribbean region also               
facilitates the recovery and long term conserva�on of species that are crucial for the correct func�oning                
of the marine ecosystem. In this sense, we would like to recall that in 2016 and 2018 the Interna�onal                   
Whaling Commission adopted two landmark resolu�ons lead by La�n-American and Caribbean countries            
on this topic. These highlight the importance of cetaceans for boos�ng marine produc�vity and increase               
fish stocks, helping mi�gate climate change and facilita�ng marine biodiversity. In the face of increasing               
environmental challenges that threaten the wellbeing and survival of the people in our region, we are                
certain that live whales and dolphins are more valuable and important than ever in the history of the                  
human-kind. 
  
For all these reasons we respec�ully ask you to keep your promise and stop all types of whaling                  
opera�ons, including so-called aboriginal subsistence whaling, to bring the use of these species in SVG to                
the 21 st  Century . 
 
As bearers of a common history that will always unite us fraternally, the La�n-American and Caribbean                
organiza�ons signed in this le�er wish to commit our greatest efforts and support to this process.  
 
Sincerely 
 
 

 

Conservación de Mamíferos 
Marinos de México. COMARINO. 

Yolanda Alaniz Pasini 
MEXICO 

Centro de Conservación Cetácea 
CCC 

Elsa Cabrera 
CHILE 

 

Ins�tuto de Conservación de 
Ballenas- ICB 

Roxana Schteinbarg 
ARGENTINA 

 
 

Centro para la Conservación y 
Ecodesarrollo de la Bahía de 

Samaná y su Entorno (CEBSE). 
Patricia Lamelas 

REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA. 
 

Fundación PROMAR. 
 COSTA RICA 

Javier Rodríguez Fonseca 
COSTA RICA 

Organización de Conservación 
de Cetáceos OCC. 

Rodrigo García PÍngaro. 
URUGUAY 

Organización Cien�fica para 
Conservación de Animales 

Acuá�cos. ORCA. 
Dr. Carlos Yaipén Llanos 

PERÚ 

Producciones Serengue� 
Marielena Hoyo 

MEXICO 
 

Fundación Dominicana de 
Estudios Marinos 

Idelisa Bonelly 
REPUBLICA DOMINICANA 
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Fundación A. Haghenbeck  
Cecilia Vega León 

MÉXICO 
 

Zona Verde - VENEZUELA 
Berenice Sulvaran 

VENEZUELA 
 

Grupo de los 100 
Homero Aridjis, 

MÉXICO 
 

Fundación Conservaré. 
María Clara Jiménez Assmus 

COLOMBIA 
 

Fundación Patagonia Natural 
Guillermino Caille Coordinador 

ARGENTINA 

Fundación Keto. 
José David Palacios Alfaro 

COSTA RICA 

Equilibrio Azul. 
Felipe Vallejo 

ECUADOR 
 
 

Ecología y Conservación de 
Ballenas 

Astrid Frish Jordán 
MEXICO 

 

Fundación Omacha 
Fernando Trujillo 

COLOMBIA 
 

Fundación CEFU 
Alejandra Cassino Marcel 

CHILE 
 

Humane Society Interna�onal, 
Gre�el Delgadillo, 

COSTA RICA 
 

Grupo GEMA  del Mayab 
Araceli Domínguez 

MEXICO 

PRONATURA MEXICO 
Kathy Gregoire 

MEXICO 
 

Reserva para la Protección de 
Flora y Fauna MEXICO 

Flor  García 
MEXICO 

 

NATIBO. 
Juan Carlos Isaza C. 

COLOMBIA 

 
Movimiento Animalista Nacional 

de Ecuador 
María Cris�na Celis Cajas 

ECUADOR 
 

 
Asociación Ambiental de 

Voluntariado Inves�gación, 
y Desarrollo Ambientalista- VIDA 

Frank Garita 
COSTA RICA 

 
CASA WAYU 

Morelia Montes Baraona 
MEXICO 

 
Fondo Internacional de 

Bienestar de los Animales IFAW 
La�noamérica 

Joaquín   de la Torre Ponce 
MEXICO 

 

 
Museo de Historia Natural e 

Histórico de San Antonio 
José Luis Brito Moreno 

CHILE 
 

 
Pacific Whale Founda�on. 

Cris�na Castro A. 
ECUADOR 

 

SEA VIDA 
Jaime Bolaños-Jimenez 

VENEZUELA 
 

Peter Sánchez 
REPUBLICA DOMINICANA 

 

   
 
 
Contacts: 

Yolanda Alaniz:  comarinomexico@gmail.com ; Elsa Cabrera:  info@ccc-chile.org Roxana Shteinbarg:         
roxana.schteinbarg@icb.org.ar  
 
h�p://www.caribbean360.com/news/cruise-ship-cancels-tours-st-vincent-slaughter-killer-whales-full-view-visitors 
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